
2014 RENT STABILIZATION BOARD CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE ANSWERS:  
 
1. I moved to Berkeley from Palo Alto on August 1, 1988. I was a single teen mom and high 
school drop out on welfare hoping to pursue my dream of obtaining a college degree while 
raising my child in a progressive environment. My son and I first moved into a $187 a month 
studio at 2126A Dwight Way. The rent was one I could actually afford on my AFDC subsidy. 
Thanks to having affordable rent (that couldn't be raised to an arbitrarily high amount the 
landlord felt entitled to each year), I was able to make ends meet while pursuing a transfer 
curriculum at Laney College. On March 17, 1992, I received my acceptance letter from UC 
Berkeley. If not for my rent controlled unit, I honestly don't think I would have had the focus 
required for my education. If my son and I had to move every year due to rent hikes I couldn't 
afford, I'm not sure I would have ever been able to finish my schooling and transfer to the best 
public university in this nation. Due to my student family status, I was able to move into the UC 
Village Family Housing complex in Albany which was quite affordable. When I finished school 
in 1995, I moved into the Berkeley apartment where I still live today. Rent control allowed me to 
stay in one place and raise my child in an excellent school district even though we were low-
income. If we had to worry about our rent going up each year to an amount we could no longer 
afford, my son would have been raised bouncing from one place to the next. I'm glad that was 
something we didn't have to face. As a result, I have been able to build my career and have gone 
from being a welfare mother to a professional and contributing member of society with a career I 
love that pays well and provides excellent benefits. I want everyone to have the same 
opportunities with which I have been blessed.  
  
 Over the years, I've had to deal with many landlords who weren't so thrilled that I lived here for 
so long and wouldn’t sing a new lease after I went to month-to-month after my first year of 
tenancy. I've had battle after battle with every owner and landlord that I've had over the years, at 
least four I can think of offhand (Sam Sorokin is my current landlord). In this time, they have 
tried to trick me, have tried to lie to me about my rights and theirs, intimidate me, insult me (I’ve 
been called “low-rent”, “parasite”, etc.), and harass me into leaving. But thanks to the rent board 
and their help, I become highly educated about my rights as a tenant. I've outlasted every single 
attempt to oust me. I am a good tenant so they have no recourse to evict me. They have learned 
that I cannot be tricked nor intimidated out of my home although they sure as heck still try. The 
best part of the knowledge I have gained over the years is that I have been able to use it to help 
others. In my 19 years of living at 3380 Adeline, I have helped numerous friends and neighbors 
assert and defend their rights. I have helped Berkeley tenants avoid evictions, get needed repairs, 
apply for rent refunds due to decreases in services, and in a couple of cases, file lawsuits that 
they later won. I am very happy to be able to help so many and am known as the go-to for 
anyone in need of advice. I always let tenants know, especially those who move into my 
building, that the rent board is there to help and I'm constantly surprised at how many people 
don't even know it exists! After being told for many years that I should run for the rent board, I 



finally looked into it and saw that it wasn't a completely unrealistic goal. I will always be there to 
help my fellow Berkeley tenants, so why not try to do so in an official capacity? I'm definitely up 
for the challenge and am very passionate about helping keep people in their homes. 
  
 2. I can devote as much time as a commissioner as needed outside of my 8:30am-5pm, M-F 
work schedule. My son is now an adult so my parenting duties no longer require all of my free 
time. I am flexible to work evenings and weekends and can be available on short notice. I can 
attend meetings that run late, beyond 11pm if need be, and can certainly attend two-hour, twice a 
month meetings. I have a very liberal time off policy at my work (I am a physician recruitment 
coordinator at Kaiser Permanente) and accrue a generous amount of PTO each month which I am 
not opposed to use toward attending meetings if necessary.  
 
 3. I have had a lot of experience utilizing the rent board from getting advice from counselors to 
attending hearings in which I was awarded substantial refunds due to violations on part of 
landlords. It seems I make contact at least once or twice a year for advice and/or confirmation of 
ordinances and regulations as I understand them. I will always ask questions if I am not entirely 
sure of my rights pertaining to a particular situation because I will not respond to a landlord or 
seek remedy until I am entirely sure of the rights and responsibilities of all involved parties and 
the ordinances and regulations which govern them. I have learned quite a bit over the years 
thanks to the excellent advice and direction of the staff and Board. 

 4. My main constituency will be the many Berkeley residents and friends who I have helped 
over the years. In speaking to many of them about my intentions of running, I have received a lot 
of enthusiastic support and offers to volunteer for the slate's campaign should I be endorsed to 
run for the board. People who know me, know me to be a passionate crusader for the rights of 
others and have seen firsthand the positive results of my efforts over the years. I hope that others 
who don't know me personally will see at the convention that I would be a great candidate after 
hearing me speak and answering their questions. I would bring passion, intelligence, dedication, 
caring, experience, and drive to the board. And stubbornness, I’m not one to back down when I 
know I’m in the right. Being of service to others is of great importance to me. I am affiliated 
with Tenants Together and the Green Party but have not given as much of my time to them as I 
probably could. I am able to devote most of my free time to campaigning until Nov 4th, 
including evenings and weekends. I will be out of the country from June 24th until July 8th, 
though. But other than that and a weekend in October when I'll be in New Orleans, I'm all yours!  

 5. Affordable housing, safe housing, and stable housing are the big three issues to me. Berkeley 
tenants deserve all three.  Landlords have a responsibility to keep units in good working order 
and can’t use rent control as an excuse not to maintain units. I have been told that I am not 
entitled to the same services as other tenants because my “rent control is not fair” to the landlord 
“and other tenants”. I had to correct my recent landlord on this and assert that I am entitled to 



everything my original lease says I am. Tenants are entitled to safe conditions, including living 
in units that are seismically safe. 

 6. I strongly believe that the Rent Board is very fair to all parties involved. Landlords, large and 
small, who feel it is inherently unfair to have to follow rules and regulations that keep their 
tenants safe and who claim victimization for not being able to evict tenants without just cause for 
the sheer sake of raising rents are EXACTLY why the rent board needs to exist. A good landlord 
understands that knowing their rights and responsibilities and adhering to them will protect and 
benefit them in the long run. I have no sympathy for landlords who place profits before their 
tenants’ safety and security and who would like to evict them in order to increase their bottom 
line.  

7. As per Article XVII, Section 120 of the City of Berkeley charter, the elected rent stabilization 
board would “provide for proper administration of programs to regulate residential rents; to 
protect tenants from unwarranted rent increases and arbitrary, discriminatory or retaliatory 
evictions; to help maintain the diversity of the Berkeley community; and to ensure compliance 
with legal obligations relating to the rental of housing. “ I am 100% in agreement with this 
purpose. The powers of the rent board would be to decide upon and set yearly allowable rent 
increases and to administer any programs which regulate rents and evictions. I don’t think there 
should be any changes to how the board operates from an outsider point of view. It is a true asset 
to the Berkeley community.   

8. (A). I believe affordable housing is very important to help maintain diverse communities 
which benefit us all. As is happening in SF, many families who have lived in their homes for 
many years are being evicted due to Owner Move Ins and abuses of the Ellis Act. As a lifelong 
Bay Area resident, I see firsthand the negative impact this has had. SF is becoming less diverse 
and families are being pushed out. One of the reasons I moved to Berkeley is because I valued 
the diversity and history of political activism. But even this is starting to change due to evolving 
rental markets. With more and more people moving to the East Bay, we need to make sure new 
and old Berkeley residents can stay in their homes once they decide to settle here and become 
community members. (B) “Tax the Rich to House the Poor” is a great concept. As I understand 
it, taxing rising rents (which contribute to Berkeley’s housing affordability crisis) and allocating 
money to Berkeley’s Housing Trust Fund will create 1,000 affordable apartments and will lessen 
the hardship of many of our lower income tenants. If large landlords have the ability to help fund 
the Affordable Housing Trust with a slight increase of 1.9% in taxes, this will greatly help build 
and maintain affordable housing.  I believe the Windfall Profits Tax on High Rents and 
Affordable Housing Initiatives would be a great benefit to Berkeley. (c). Part of Berkeley’s 
charm is its lack of tall buildings. There should definitely be restrictions on developers who want 
to build up. This should include height limits and requirements for green construction. I would 
hate for downtown to be obscured by tall buildings which would also create a lot more noise and 
pollution due to the construction and need to accommodate all of the people who would fill these 
buildings.  

9. (A). There have been too many tragic fires in Berkeley due to poor fire safety. I think of the 
fires on Dwight Way, Oregon St, and Telegraph Avenue, all which could have been prevented.  



Landlords have a responsibility to provide safe housing for their tenants and should face severe 
penalties if their negligence leads to fires. The same can be said for seismic safety. We need to 
be sure our tenants are living in seismically sound buildings, especially soft-story buildings, 
because it’s not a matter of if but when our next devastating earthquake will strike. Costs to 
make buildings seismically a safe should not be placed on the backs of tenants. (B). I had an 
elderly neighbor/friend who relied heavily on transit subsidies to get to and from his daily 
activities. Without them, he would be a shut-in as I didn’t always have time to drive him to and 
from where he needed to go though I would as much as I could. Many low-income tenants who 
rely on public transportation should be able to get the help they need to do so. It seems a small 
price to pay to be able to help our community members get to jobs, school, grocery stores, etc. If 
we are able to help subsidize this, everyone benefits. We need to maintain, if not expand, our 
subsidy programs.  

10. I would sign the pledge to not run against the slate the convention selects without hesitation. 
One of the first questions I needed answered before deciding upon running for the board was, 
“Would I be running against anyone on the progressive slate?” I voted for all of the current 
incumbents and am grateful for their contributions, expertise, and support. Running alongside 
them would be a great honor and if not selected to be on the slate, I will support them and help 
with their campaigns in any way I could. We all have the same goal in mind.  

11. If nominated at the convention, I will agree to all that is required of me including hiring a 
coordinator with full authority to make campaign decisions.  

12. I am very excited for the opportunity to serve Berkeley tenants as a rent board commissioner. 
My experiences as a Berkeley tenant have provided me with a vast wealth of knowledge. I want 
to help others who may face the same difficulties that I have had to endure in the past. I find it 
unfortunate that so many Berkeley tenants have no clue as to what their rights and the 
landlord’s/owner’s responsibilities are. I want to be sure they are aware that they can get the help 
they need to get repairs, seek refunds, to not have their rents increased beyond set limits, protect 
themselves against evictions without just cause, etc. I had to fight hard and learn along the way 
what my rights were and want to use my experiences to help others in similar situations. 
Berkeley’s wonderful diversity needs to be protected and tenants deserve safe, secure, and 
affordable homes. 
 
Thank you for your consideration!  
 
Rebecca Renfro 
3380 Adeline St. #12 
Berkeley, CA 94703 

 
 

  

 




